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MAN IS SET FREE AFTER
 
39 YEARS BEHIND BARS
 

Walt er Lomax walk s with great-grandson C hyre' e Lomax, 2 (left), gran d
dau ghte r Lexus Lo ma x, 9, a nd great-gran dson Niko lam.., 4 , 

Wa lter Lom a x (ce nt e r) ge ts hugs fro m his dau ght e r, Wanda Holmes- Smith, and his frie nd Ro bert Asbey aft er leaving the 
co urt house in Balt imore. Lom ax wa s a rrested 39 ye ars ago for a robbe ry and murder he says he didn't co mmit. 
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Judge overturns life sentence in '67 killing 
BY JULIE BYKOWICZ 
I S UN" REPOR T ER ) 

At 4:15 p.m. yesterday, 39 years to the day after he 
W al; arres ted for a robbery and murder he says he 
did no t commit, Walter Lomax walked ou t of Balti· 
more Circui t Court a free man. 

Beanung and surrounded byjubilan t rela nves and 
friend s, he said, "Even th ough it's mv .fre edom, it 's 
th eir moment because th ey've supported me all 
these years." 

Hours earlie r, a judge had granted the 59-year -old 's 
motion to re open his long-closed case, in which he 
W al; convicted of a convenience store robbery and 
killing that his lawyers say he could n ot have com
mitted because his right arm was in a thick cast at 
the time . 

Circuit Judge Gale E. Rasm said yesterda y that It 
was "in the interest of j usti ce" to reopen Lomax's 
case. and then she overturned his life prison term 
and resentenced him to time served. At times erno
tion al during her len gthy remarks, Rasin repea tedly 
said Lomax was a good man and wished him luck in 
his new life, 

Lomax's assertion of inno cence and claims of ine f
fective trial and appellate lawyers were accompa
nied by a long, unblemished priso n record th at in
clude d work release and overni ght family visits ill 
th e late 1980s an d ear ly 199os. 

He was recommended for parole four tim es but 
kept behind bars by Gov. Parri s N. Glendening's de
cision in 1995 no t to paro le any "lifers" except th ose 
who were dying . 
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Man.is free
 

Jim Mc Closke y (seco nd from left) of Centurion Ministrie s and M'ichael Austin hold hands with Walter Lomax as Lomax says a prayer. 
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after 39 years in prison 
- bett er than a rrulhon dollars." 
said Margaret Lomax, 49, "My un 
cle is home." 

Many members of the largefarn
ily squirmed ltl th e cour troo m 
benches yesterday, eager for Lo
max's release. It w as a tou gh 
hearing that. as Lomax' s younger 
sister vivian Lom ax said , "really 
br ings back mem ori es from so 
lon g ago ., 

It was difficult , too, for the fanul y 
of Brewer, One of Ius daughte rs, 
two gran ddaugh ters, two grea t
grandcluldren and oth er relat ives 
sat in benches in the front of the 
courtroom, m any dabbing at tears. 

Szokoly, the pro secu tor, repeat
edly comforted them , tell in g 
them at one point th at even 
though Lomax w as b e ing re
leased, "you know in your hearts 
what happened." 

Brewer's wife had been at th e 
con veruence store and . rela tives 
said, saw Lomax fatall y shoot her 
husband 

"Walt e r Lom a x ch an ged our 
li ves fore ver ," Car m e n Lott , a 
granddaughter, said at the hear
in g. She said her grandfather, who 
was killed whe n she wa s 17, 
would have given Lomax or any
one else he met "the shir t off his 

many year s of being in a harsh remarked on how much th ey had Though his son an d dau ghter, back." And sh e said that Lomax 
environment>' grown. He said his first few days now 43 and 42, respectively, grew would always be a mur der er. 

Booth Ripke , who along with of freedom will be spent with up with an Im prisoned fa th er, Later, Lom ax said th at he had 
Larr y Nat hans also represented family and th en he will get down they did n ot grow up with out empathy for the victim's farmly 
Austin, said he took Lomax's case to the bu siness of everyday life, him. Nor d id he becom e e s and that he kne w w he n the 
becau se It "leapt off the pages. II such as finding a job and secur ing tranged from Ius four siste rs and gr an ddaugh ter spoke that she 
wasn 't a close calJ a t all." an Identification card . three bro thers. A fourth bro the r was "doing wha t they felt they 

Th e la w ye rs a nd McCloskey Later Willcome a decision about was killed in 1982, an d his parents had to do." 
vowed to help smooth Lomax 's whe the r to pursue hls claim of in di ed in the rrud-rssos. Loma x "They were call ing my nam e, 
transition Austin , who release d a nocen ce. stayed current on family affairs but 1 kn ew they wer en't talkm g 
ja zz CD thi s year and speaks fre Austm was freed after a judge through phon e calls, visits and about me bec au se I was not the 
quently abo u t hIS o rde al , also decided he had been denied a fair letters. one who did that." Lomax said, 
said he would help Ius friend ad tnal and prosecut ors declmed to He even , in a way, walked his Rasm en ded the hearing yester
just to free dom pursue a retnal. He was never le daughter down th e aisle last year. day by qu oting the last two lmcs 

Lomax will live with his older galJy found "not guilty" but GoY. At Wanda Holmes-Smith's wed of Mary Oliver's poem "The Sum-
siste r Carolyn Lomax at her row Robert L Eh rl ich Jr. p ardoned ding, a rela tive held up a cell mer Day". . 
house just east of Char les Village hun and said he 'd been wrongly phone switched to speaker mode ''Tell me, who! IS It you plan to do 

Dozens of "Welcome Home " bal convicted . Austin was awa rded Lomax listened on the othe r end. With your one Wild and precrous 
loon, and ban ners decorat ed the $1.4 m illion by the sta te Board of from a ph one In a Jessup pnson /i! e'" 
front por ch there yester day eve Public Works ill November 2004 When th e m ini ster asked wh o "Actu ally, wi th in t he walls of 
ning. and Carolyn Lomax busied Lomax has been freed, but Ius was th ere to give Wanda away, It pri son , you have led a precious 
herself in the kitchen, She and murder conviction remains.To be was Lomax who an swered, " I do " We," Rasin told Lomax. "Starting 
o t h e rs prepa red a fe a st o f awarded any state m oney. he But now he can come to know today, you get to crea te it with 
steamed shrimp , seafood pasta, wou ld n eed to see k a pa rdon Ius children, nme grandchildren freedom. Ju st don 't mess It up " 
string beans and other famil y spe from the govern or. He said last and s ix great-grandchild ren In Lom ax stood an d spoke to th e 
cialties. ni ght th a t. w ha tever h appens person. The holidays will be espe judge "I think th at you 'll be very 

Relatives and fn en ds streame d ne xt, he has no anger. crallyJOyous thISyear proud of thi s decision " 
int o the hou se, and Walter Lom ax Righ t now, he said , he IS think "I h ave th e b est Ch ris tmas 
contmuaUy embraced them an d ing onJy of his famil y. present any one could ever ask for julie.bykowicz@baltsun.com 
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While in pr ison , the high schoo l 
dropout e ducated lumself , be
came a writer an d editor of a pns
on newsletter, and amassed doz
ens of certificat es of acluevemen t 
and letter s of support, some from 
politician s. 

«As I have told the Governor an d 
o the rs, none of us in th e commu
nity believe you conunitted th e 
crime for wluch you' re incar cerat
ed," Del. Clarence DaVIS of Balti 
more wrote in May 2002. "As such 
we rem ain steadfa st in our un
equivocal support for your free
dom." 

Notin g the age of the case, the 
Baltimore state 's attorney's office 
did not oppose the m otion to re
open or th e decision to re lease L0
max . But Assist an t State's Attor
ney Robyn e Szokoly said at yester
day 's h earin g th at the VIctim's 
family was distraught over the re
lease and is stil l convinced of Lo
max's guil t. 

Rasin acknowled ged that she 
coul d never ch an ge the minds of 
th e VIctim 'S rela tives . However, 
she said , she could not Ignore the 
role race played in the case. 

Lomax was convicted of killing 
Robert Brewer, a 56-year-old con
venience store manager, during a 
Dec. 2, 1967, rob be ry in South Bal
timore - ami d a wave of robber
ies in the area an d as racial ten
sion swept the city. Police officers 
rounded up young black m en and 
as ked about 75 wi tnes ses from 
th e vario us South Baltimore rob
beries to identify suspec ts 

Lomax went to m al onJy In the 
in Dec. 2 robbery-murder. At his 
tri al five white witnesses identi
fied him as the ki ller, though 
none said an ything abou t a cast. 
No other evide nce was presented. 
and not a single police officer tes
tified. 

Yesterd ay, Rasin said such cross
rac ial Identific ation IS unreliable 

"The re IS a sigmfican t likelr
ho od. defini tely a possibility, that 
Mr. Lomax would be acqui tted" if 
he were on trial today, Rasm said 

A talJ man in the back row of 
the courtroom nod ded ernphati
calJy as Rasin spoke. He was one 
of the first to hug Lomax aft er Ius 
rele ase. He was Michael Austin, 

another Baltimore man who won 
Ius freedom after decades ill pns
on by convinc ing a judge of the 
possibili ty of his innocence. 

Aust in . 58, sai d he knew Lo
m ax 's fam ily as a bo y and b e 
m en ded Lomax whe n they wer e 
behind bars. Cen tunon Minis
tries, a New Jersey nonprofit or
ganiz auo n th at helps people it be
lie ves ha ve be en wrong ly COIl · 

victed . he lpe d win Austin' s re 
lease in Decem ber 2001. after he 
had served 27 years of a life sen 
tence on a murder convi ction 
based lar gely on one witne ss' ac
coun t. 

Lomax IS the 40th person Centu
non has helped free an d share s 
the record with a Pen nsylvan ia 
m an for ha ving spe nt the m ost 
time behin d bars of any of Centu
rion 's clients. 

Jtm ~ l cCloskey, head of Centuri
on, said he was "blown away' hy 
Lomax. "Not onJy IS he innocen t. 
but he ISsuch a gen tlem an, so dig
n ifi ed ," McCloske y said , "How 
could he be this way after so 


