0: -pesult

"

.28

THE STAR-LEDGER, Tuesday, Fobruaﬁ 25, 1986

" Cleared murder suspect deported to Dominican Republic [

waw By GUY STERLING

"2 " A Newark man cleared of a mur-
_.der conviction last week after spending
“o.imare than 10 years in prison has bees
-« feported to the Dominican Republic.
. Rene Santana, 40, was flowa to
“"‘Miami early yesterday, where be was
~4%cheduled to be put on another flight to
Santo Dominlg': He was escorted b
weagents of the Immigration and Natura
i isation Service (INS). :
‘.. A judge in Essex County last week
32 dismissed a 1976 murder convictioa
~~against Santana in return for his con-
w.-fession to supplying the guns that were
Loised in the December 1974 killing of re-
2. pited numbers dealer Remigio Sanchez
~guring an armed robbery at a Newark
-«apartment.

A+ After Superior Court Judge Wil-
~. 1am Harth vacated the conviction and
~ sentenced Santana to time served, San-

tana returned to Rahway State Prison
w» tocollect his belongings and was taken
- wt0 the Passaic County Jail in Paterson
zrvon.an INS detainer pendiog bis return
1o to-his native land.
~rauer In January 1976, an immigration
judge tEj;ve Santana three months to
___iggve United States voluntarily. But
he could not leave the country at that
time because he was being held in con-
nection with the murder of Sanchez.
The deportation order took effect in
April 1976, a month before Santana’s
conviction.

In issuing his decision, however,
the immigration judge noted that, dur.
ing deportation hearings, officers as-

.Signed to the New York office of the

+ federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and

Firearms (ATF) and the New York City

Police Department had testifed on be-

half of Santana, saying he had helped
their agencies in some investigations.

“-a .. An ATF agent said Santana was

“constantly endangering his life” in the

- --work he was performing for the agen-

<.':...~'.y A letter the New York ATF office

sent to immigration officials in June
~~' 1974 reported that Santana’s work had
in the arrest of “three defen-
- dants” and seizure of a “quantity of il-
... Jegal firearms.” The agency added that
=~ it believed five other cases of illegal
.+ firearms sales in which Santana had

s~conclusion in the near future.”

According to his attorney at the
(mmigration hearing, Santana was
P ..

\been involved “will reach a successful

i

Newark man aided federal firearms investigations

brought to this countr(y by the United
States government following a revolu.
tion and U.S. intervention in the Domin-
ican Republic in the mid-1960s. A letter
that New York lawyer John Parilla
wrote the INS in 1975 claimed Santana
“was *;anted sanctuarﬂI b{ our armed
forces” for his role in the leftist upris-
wu resulted in a change of govern-

According to James McCloskey,
the lay minister from Princeton who in-

vestigated Santana’s conviction and
worked to brin%tthe case back to court,
Santana was setting up a suspect for an

lllegal firearms sale “under the aus. scene

pices of the ATF” when he was arrest-
ed for killing Sanchez.

McCloskey, who has voiced his be-
lief that Santana played no part In the
murder of Sanchez and told Harth that
he provided the killers with the guns
only to gain his freedom, developed
evidence from INS files that a key wit-

ness at the trial had three charges
against him dropped just before his tes-
timony placing Santana at the murder

That information was never
turned over to Santana’s defense law-
mr. At an evidentiary hearing before
rth earlier this month that the in-*
mate’s lawyer hoped would lead o a
new trial, an Essex County assistant
prosecutor testified that the criminal
record of a second state's witness also

had not been made available to San-

tana's trial counsel. ?

McCloskey reported raising $1,200
to send to Santana “so he can start a -
new life down there.” He added that It *
is the goal of his organization—Centurl-
on Ministries, which works on behalf of
prisoners who it believes are innocent
—to help Santana return to the United
States.

Santana, McCloskey said, “
ally knows no one in Santo Domingo.”

‘“His entire family, except his
mother in Miaml, lives in New Jersey
and New York,” McCloskey added.

Rene Santana
Vindicated atter 10 years
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