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Fdd:e Baker, the South Phila-
deiphid man whose 1974 mur-
der conviction was overturned
by a judge m
years ago. 15 due o go befure
the same judge this afternaan
to seek his release on hail af-
ly 26 vears hehind

As it has every step of the
way in Baker's legal road, the
District Attorney’s Office said
it would fight to keep him in
prison pending a new trial,

hich has not been scheduled
¢ believed then and we be
lieve now that this man is
guilty,” smd spokeswoman
Cathie Aboukire

Baker, interviewed yester
day in prison, mmintained his
tnnocence. “I'm praying to
God that the judge knows my
feelings.” he said

He smd he believed that
Common Pleas Conrt Judge C.
Darnell Jones 2d was satisfied
tn know that appeals courts
had upheld s 1997 ruling
“He must be thinking, ' knew
as right," " Baker said

Baker. 43, has contended
that he was at a wake in Frank-
ford while a gang of toughs
robbed and stabled to death
an elderly neighbor, retired
bellhop Steve Gibbons, shortly
before Christmas 1973. Baker
then and twa other young
vere arrested within
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During an interview at the Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility in Philadelphia. Eddie Bakar
contemplates a question before answering. The prosecution will argus today ta keep him jaied

Conviction overturned,
S. Phila. man seeks bail

The *74 verdict in the murder case was thrown out in 1997.

One of them — Donahue
Wise — became the prosecu-
tion's only w :
1974 trial. Wise,
al psychiatric report identified
him as a drug user and schizo-
phrenic, served three years
exchange for telling the jury
that Baker went through Gib
bons’ pockets for cash. No
physical evidence linked any-
one to the crime.

The case got this far be-
cause of the detective work of
Jim McCloskey, a
lay minister from
Princeton, N.J.,
whose organiza-
tion, Centurion
Ministries, invesn

The key

witness against e

er was it involved and said it
he who had plunged an ice
mick mnto Gibbons' nec
neighbors and r
tonk the
Wise's ag
heen
rowhous

onfi
which  had
the

nearly a quar

for

ter-century.
In August 1997, Jones' hald-
ly written o 1 overturned

Baker's comviction, calling it
tam rriage of justice™ and
branding his trial attorney in-
ept for Tailing 1o
impeach Wise on
the stand. Jones or-
dered Baker re-

gates the cases of Eddie Baker '-|=‘\"Hh

inmates wha con- later recanted. managed

tend that they are 3 him i pr

not guilty. McClos- Centurion ing the 28 months
key worked the Hlnistries has of appeals. In April
streets of South investigated. 1998, a Superior

Philadelphia for
nearly two years,
interviewing dozens of ac
quaintances and relatives of
the men — as well o5 Wise him-
self.

McCloskey retained Widen-
er University law professor Le
onard Sesnov to represent Bak
er in the case, which some le
gal scholars had deemed "be
vond Armageddon” hecause
there was no smoking gun or
DNA evidence to rebut the tes-
timony that put Bakegr away

At a 1996 hearing before
Jones, Wise testified that Bak-

Court panel unani-
mously  aflirmed
Jones' decision, and in late Oc-
tober, the state Supreme Court
refused (o hear the comman-
wealth’s appeal.

Baker said yesterday thal he
| had
no problem with that,” he sad
"But now is the time to let the
law take its course” and per-
mit bail

The District Attorney's Of-
fice yesterday said 1t would ar-
gue today that a change to the
state constitution, approved by
See RELEASE on BS
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1974 murder ruling
out, man seeks bail

RELEASE from Bl
voters in November 1998, says that
4 judge can deny bail if a suspect
faces the death penalty or a life sen-
tence or could be deemed a threat
to sociely.

Sosnov said that for several rea-
sons, the 1998 law was “clearly inap-
plicable to Baker’'s case” — since
the case was overturned in 1997 —
and that “Baker is definitely enti-
tled to bail.”

Of the three men who had served
any time for the murder, only Bak-
er is still imprisoned.

In an interview in 1997, Baker
said he had forgiven Wise, who now
uses a8 wheelchair because he was
shot after his release from prisen.

Baker said he hoped to become
an electrician on the cutside, since
he has received certification ar the
State Correctional Institution in
Frackville, Schuylkill County.

He said that all he wanted to do
after his release was visit the grave
of his mother, who died in 1990.
“That, and go back to my church,
Gospel Temple Baptist, on Sunday,
where the older people remember
me and my family,” he said.

He paused.

“0Oh, and try to get my life togeth-

Eddle Baker will be given a ne
not yet schedulad, Meanwhile
asking to be released an bail

er.

He said he did not even k
precige shae, shirt o
after more than a quarter
in a prison uniform. Though he
knows of such post-197; 1
as cellular phones and automatic
teller machines, when asked about
the price of a local phone call, he
hesitated, then replied:
cents."




